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The vision of the Montgomery County 

Thoroughfare Plan (MCTP) is to establish 

guidelines and policies to develop a 

safe, well-connected and efficient 

countywide transportation system that 

provides adequate mobility for people, 

goods and services and promotes 

orderly growth and redevelopment 

throughout the county.  

 
Guiding Principles:  

• Preserve rights-of-way  

• Countywide design standards  

• Coordinate and optimize investments  

• Develop Transportation system 

• Collaborate with the development 

 community 



A Thoroughfare Plan is: 
 

•  Long Range Plan (50+ years) 

•  Transportation Planning Tool 

•  Identifies the type and  general 

 location of future roadways 

•  Preserves transportation corridors 

 (i.e. right-of-way) 

•  Guides future development 

•  Provides the public with 

 information about the long-term 

 plan for the road network 

•  Promotes regional roadway 

 connectivity 

•  Promotes regional roadway 

 design uniformity 
 
 



A Thoroughfare Plan is NOT: 
 

•  List of construction projects 

•  Detailed engineering study 

 showing the exact alignments of 

 roadways 

•  Survey, design or any other activity 

 leading to construction 

•  Funding mechanism or guarantee 

•  Set timeframe for when a project 

 should be complete 

•  Promise to build roads 
 
 



Benefits of a thoroughfare plan: 
  

 • Provides for orderly and  

  predictable development 

 • Reduces travel and transportation 

  costs 

 • Minimizes disruption to homes and 

  businesses 

 • Reduces the costs of major street 

  improvements 

 • Enables  private interests to plan 

  actions, improvements, and  

  development with full knowledge 

  of public intent 

 • Reduces environmental impacts 

  of road construction 

 
 
 
 



The MCTP was developed from a 

variety of sources, including: 
  

 • Previous County thoroughfare 

  plans 

 • Current city thoroughfare plans  

 •  An inventory of current traffic 

  congestion 

 •  An inventory of existing and  

  planned traffic generators  

     -  Employment centers 

      -  Large developments 

      -  Recreational areas, etc. 

 • An inventory of existing man- 

  made and natural barriers  

 • The South County Mobility Plan 

  • Input from focus groups 

 • Input from elected officials 

 
 
 



The first Montgomery County Thoroughfare Plan 

was adopted in 1979 with an update in 1985. As 

can be seen, many of the corridor concepts from 

the original plans have been carried forward to 

the proposed plan. 

INSERT MAP HERE 



Montgomery County’s existing thoroughfare plan and 

the current thoroughfare plans for the City of Conroe 

and the City of Houston are shown above. Although 

much of Montgomery County is currently 

unincorporated, significant portions of the county are 

located within the Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of the 

Cities of Houston and Conroe. This gives these cities the 

authority to coordinate development outside of their 

city limits. 

INSERT MAP HERE 



As Montgomery County continues to add people, 

homes and jobs, traffic congestion continues to 

grow. Congestion can be mitigated by improving 

existing roadways as well as creating new 

roadway connections. The proposed Montgomery 

County Thoroughfare Plan was designed with 
these areas of congestion in mind. 

INSERT MAP HERE 



A well-designed thoroughfare plan takes into account 

the existing and future major traffic generators. This 

includes large employment centers, recreational areas 

and master-planned residential developments. Major 

trip generators include The Woodlands Town 

Center/Hughes Landing, Springwoods Village and Lake 

Conroe, as well as planned developments such as the 

Grand Texas Theme Park, Grand Central Park near 

Conroe and Valley Ranch near Porter.  



The Thoroughfare Plan is designed to avoid existing barriers (natural 

and man-made) and create as little disruption to the existing 

environment as possible. Major man-made barriers include 

railroads, freeways (I-45 and I-69/US-59), golf courses and 

cemeteries. Natural barriers include bodies of water such as Lake 

Conroe, the San Jacinto River, Lake Creek and Caney Creek. 

However, some conflicts may be unavoidable. For example, over 

21% of Montgomery County is in a floodway or 100-year floodplain, 

which means that bridges may be required to connect some 
roadways. 

 

INSERT MAP HERE 



In addition to a map showing the general location and type 

of roadways, the MCTP also prescribes a set of standard 

design criteria for these roadways, based on the amount of 

traffic that is expected to carry as well as the character of 

the area they serve (urban or rural). These standard criteria 

include roadway width, number of lanes, median and 

driveway spacing and design speed. They are only meant as 

a guide; the actual design of a given roadway will be 

determined during the engineering phase, taking into 
account conditions unique to the area it serves. 

Typical Roadway Sections 
150’ – 300’ ROW 

VARIES VARIES 



The above map is the MCTP draft.  The proposed 

road corridors are general locations only and are 

subject to modification.  

  

Copies of this map are located on the tables for you 

to review. Please provide input by filling out the 

comment cards, also on the tables. 



• Receive and review   

public comments  

(Comment period 

ends Dec. 4, 2015) 
 

• Present the 

proposed Plan to 

Montgomery County 

Commissioners Court 
 

• County adopts Plan 
 

• Plan updated every 

5 years 

For Additional Information: 

 
Thank you for participating! 


